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Art Unit: 3636 

Response to Amendment 

The reply filed on 1 1/1/04 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): The amendnnent is not proper. For 
example in claim 1 , when you added new subject matter you need to underline the 
information, also when you delete subject matter you need to "strike through it". This is 
for all the claims that was submitted. See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned 
reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) 
DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply 
the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS 
TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in 
this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention 
disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or 
agent to prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon 
skilled preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or 
agent. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication 
is for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington. D.C. 20402. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erika Garrett whose telephone number is 703-605-0758. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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SUBJECT: Revised Amendment Practice Final Rule Effective July 30, 2003 

All amendments filed on or after the effective date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR 1. 121. 
See Final Rule: Changes To Inqplement Electronic Maintenance of Offidal Patent AppBcation 
Records (68 Fed, Reg, 38611 (June 30, 2003)), posted on the Office's website at: 
http://ww.^spto.gov/wd 3^ate^ts/i^w/nQtic^ with related information. The amendment practice set 
forth in revised 37 CFR 1. 12 1, and described below, replaces the vohmtary revised amendment fOTmat 
available to appKcants since February 2003. The OfiBce will notify ^phcanls of preliminary and non- 
final amcndmrats that are not accepted because they do not corcply with revised 37 CFR 1, 121 via a 
Notice of Non-ConpUant Amendment See MPEP 714.03 (Kcv. 1, Feb. 2003). After-final Am^rftn^t? 
will be treated by examiners in advisory actions. The non-con5)liaiit section(s) of the amendment will 
have to be corrected and the entire corrected section(s) resubmitted within a set period 

The revised amendment practice is essentially the same as the amendn^nt practice that die OfiBce set 
forthm AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT NOW PERMITTED, 1267 Off! Gaz, Pat Office 106 
(February 25, 2003) with some exertions summarized here: The revised amendment practice, as 
distmguished fiom the voluntary revised amendment format, now: (1) requires the use of seven claim 
status identifiers (fonn^-ly eleven) inchiding new identifiers '"previously presented'' and "not entered," (2) 
requires the mclusion of text for *Svithdrawn" claims and the exclusion of text for '^ot entered" claims in 
the con9)lete listing of all clairns, (3) mandates use of underlining and strikethrx)ugh for indicating 
changes to the specification and/or claims, (4) permits use of double brackets for the deletion of five or 
fewCT characters or difficult to perceive text, and (5) provides for applicant's submission o^ or examiner's 
requirement for, annotated drawing sheets in addition to the required replacement drawing sheets. 

Amendments filed prior to July 30, 2003 in conq^liancc with the previous version of 37 CFR 1. 121 or the 
revised version promulgated in the Notice of Final Rule Making 68 Fe^/.fe^. 38611 (June 30, 2003) will 
be accepted New informatiQnal flyers are bdng inserted with each out-going Office Action mailed during 
the period of June 2003 to August 2003. The flyer instructs applicants in the procedures to be used to 
compbf wifli the revised practice for amendments to the clains, specification, and drawings. A copy of 
the flyer is included herewith for your information. 

Further Assistance: Any questions regarding th^^ 

practice should be directed to Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA) Legal Advisore, Elizabeth 
Dougherty fEli2abeth.Dou^erty(S^tagov), Qena Jones mugcnia,jQnes@usDtagnv'i or JoeNarcavage 
(Joseph.Narcavage(^to.gov ). Alternately, you may send e-mail to patgrtaiactice@psp to.f?ov, the OPLA 
e-mail address that has been established for receiving queries and questions about patent practice and 
procedures or telephone OPLA at 703.305.1616. 
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REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1J21 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date; July 30, 2003 



All amendments fiOied on or s&er the effective date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR 1. 121. See Final 
Rnic: Changes To In5)Iement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed, Reg. 
3861 1 (June 30, 2003), posted on the Office's website at http://www.uspto,govAveb/p atfints/ifW/ 
with related information The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR L 121, and described below, replaces 
the volmitaxy revised amendment format available to ^pUcants since Fd^ NOTE: STRICT 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE REVISED 37 CFR 1,121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFFTECTIVE DATE (July 
30, 2003). The QjBBce will notify applicants of amendments that are not accepted because they do not comply with 
revised 37 CFR 1.121 via a Notice of Non-Conpliant Amendment. See MPEP 714.03 (Rev. 1, Feb. 2003). The non- 
conpliant section(s) wHl have to be coirected and the entire corrected section(s) resubmitted within a set period. 

Bold underlined italic font has been used below to highlight the major differences between the revised 37 CFR 

2.122 and the volunt ary revised amendment format that aPDlicants could use since February, 2003. 

Note: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, has not changed. 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTIfTE 

L Begin each section of an amendment document on a separate sheet- 

Eadi section of an amendmuent document (e.g., Specification Amendments, Claim Amendments, Drawing 
Amendments, and Remarks) must begin on a $q)aratc sheet Starting each separate section on a new page will 
fecilitate the process of separate^ indexing and scanning each section of an amendment document for placement in an 
image file wrapper. 

IL Two ve rsions of amended dsltUs) no longer required; 

37 CFR 1,121 has been revised to no longer require two versions (a clean version and a marked up version) of 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, the requirements for a clean 
version and a marked up version for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.12S have been retained. 

A) Amendments to the claims: 

Each amendment document that mcludes a change to an existing clainj, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
claim, must include a complete listing of all claims in the qipUcation After each claim number in the listing, the 
status must be mdicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of each pending claim (with markings to show 
fflJIiat changes) must be presented The claims in the listing will replace all prior dains in the application 

(1) The current status of all of the chums in the application, including any previously canceled, not entered or 
withdrawn claims, must be given in a parenth^cal expression following the claim number using only one of 
the following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(preyiouslv presented) and fnot entered). The text of all pending claims, indudiniF MOikdrawn ^idm v^ imicf 
be submitted each time any claim is amended Canceled and not entered claims must be indicated by only 
the claim number and status, without presenting the text of the claims. 

(2) The text of all claims bcmg currentlv amended nmst be presented m the chum hstmg with markings to indicate 
the changes fliat have been made relative to the immediate prior version The changes in any amended claim 
must be shown by underHnmg (for added matter) or strikeflirough (for deleted naatter) with 2 excq)tions: (1) 
for deletion of five cha racters or fewer, double brackets may be used /&g„ fferaorjl): and tZ) if 
strikethroush cannot be easOv perceived fe g.. deletion of the number ''4*' or certain punctuation marks) ^ 
double brackets must be used re.R.ff 4m. As an alternative t^ 

portions of text may be included before anda Aer text bein^ deleted. aU in strikethroush. foUowed bv 
including and underlining the extra text with the desired chanee (e.g., number i as number 14 as) . An 
accompanying clean version is not required and should not be presented Only claims of the status "currently 
amended," and *^vithdrawn" that are being amended, may include nMrkmgs. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being currentlv amended including withdrawn dalms, must be presented m 
die claimhsting in clean version, i.e., widiout aiq^ maridngs. Any claim text presented in dean vasion will 
constitute an assertion tiiat it has not been changed relative to the nnmediate prior vereion except to omit 
markmgs that may have been present in the immediate prior version of die claims. 
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(4) A claim being canceled must be listed in the daim listing with the status identifier **canceled"; tiie.text of the 
daim must not be presented Providing an instructian to cancel is qptianaL 

(5) Any claims added by amendment must be presented in the claim Usthig with the status identifier "(new)"; the 
text of the claim must not be miderlined. 

(6) All of the claims in the claim listing must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive canceled, 
or not entered, claims nmy be aggregated into one statement Claims 1 - S (canceled)). 

Example of listing of claims (use of the word "daim*^ before the claim number is optional^: 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn) : A handle conprising an elongated wire. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn) : The handle of claim 7 further con5)rising a plastic grip. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A bucket with a ^cteB blue handle. 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 9 wherein flie handle is made of wood. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (not entered) 

Claim 13 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

Amendments to the spedfication; 
Amendments to the specification, including the abstract, must be made by presenting a replacement paragraph or 
section or abstract marked vp to show changes naade relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying dean 
version is not required and should not be presented Newly added paragraphs or sections, including a new abstract 
(instead of a replacement abstract), must not be underlined A replacement or new abstract must be submitted on a 
sq)arate sheet, 37 CFR 1,72. If a substitute specification is bemg submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, 
both a dean version (whidi will be entered) and a markedly) version must be submitted as per 37 CFR 1. 125. 

The dianges in any replacement paragra5)h or section, or substitute specification must be shown by underlining (for 
added matter) or strikethrough (for ddeted matter) with 2 exceptions: (1) for deletion of five characters or fewer ^ 
double brackets may be used fag., fferoorU): and f2) ifsirikethroueh cannot be easily perceived deletion of 
the numbe r '*4'* or certain punctuation marks), double bradcets nuist be used fag,, //¥//). As an aliemative to 
using dou ble brackets, however, extra portions of text may be included before and after text bein^ deleted, all in 
strikethrouelu followed by induding and underlining the extra text with the desired chang e (e.g., number 4 as 
number 14 as) 

Q Amendments to drawing figures; 

Drawmg changes must be made by presenting replacement figures whidi incorporate the desired changes and ^ch 
concply with 37 CFR 1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented either in the drawing amendments, 
or remarks, section of the amcndnocnt, and may be accompanied by a marked-up copy of one or more of the figures 
being amended, with a nnotations. Any replacement drawmg sheet must be identified in the top margin as 
''Replacement Sheet*" and include all of the figures appearing on the inamediate prior version of the sheet, even 
though only one figure may be amended Any marked-up fannotated) coov showing changes must be labeled 
''Annotated Marked-UD Drawings'' and accompany the replacement sheet in the amendment fag., as an appendix) . 
The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) must not be labeled as **amended, " If the changes to the 
drawing figure(s) are not accepted by flie exammer, appKcant will be notified of any required corrective action in the " 
next 0£Sce actioa No further drawing submission will be required, unless applicant is notified 

Questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this flyer should be 
directed to: Elizabeth Dougherty or Gena Jones, Le^ Advisors, or Joe Natcavage, Senior Special Projects BxammCT, 
Office of Patent Legal Administration, by e-mail to patentpracticefihisnto.gov or by phone at (703) 305-1616, 
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